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East Central USA Region

NAZARENE YOUTH INTERNATIONAL


Nazarene Youth International is an auxiliary organization of the Church of the Nazarene created to further effective ministry to and through youth as an essential part of the mission of the church at every level (local, district, regional, and international). NYI provides a vehicle through which youth and leadership may creatively facilitate and support spiritual and numerical growth in this vital area of ministry, with a sense of ownership and empowerment.


The East Central USA Regional NYI, consisting of local church and district NYI groups in Ohio, West Virginia, and eastern Kentucky, exists to resource and assist local churches and districts on the region in ministry to youth and their families, to support and provide input to the USA/Canada Committee as well as the Global NYI, and to provide additional ministries and programs possible through the combined effort and common fellowship of the region. These ministries and programs shall contribute to:

· furthering the life of holiness;

· building young people of integrity;

· encouraging fellowship among Christian youth;

· evangelizing our world;

· training youth for service;

· strengthening the relationship with our regional Nazarene institution of higher education, Mount Vernon Nazarene University, and encouraging youth to select MVNU as their college choice.

All regional NYI events and programs shall have at least one or several of these objectives for which time, energy, and money in our ministry to youth and their families are expended.


 The East Central Regional NYI embraces the purpose of Nazarene Youth International: “To lead youth into a relationship with Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord, and establish them as His disciples, characterized by a life of holiness expressed through devotion, worship, fellowship, stewardship, and witness.” 


The East Central USA Regional NYI Council is made up of the following ex officio members: the Regional NYI President, the District NYI Presidents of the eight districts on the region (Northwestern Ohio,  North Central Ohio, Central Ohio, Southwestern Ohio, East Ohio, West Virginia North, West Virginia South, and Eastern Kentucky), the MVNU NYI Liaison, and the MVNU Student Body President;  and the following ministry directors/coordinators: Regional NYI Training Director, Bible Quizzing Director, Sports Director, BLAST! Program Coordinator, Youth Ministry Guild Coordinator, Cedar Point Day Director, and Kings Island Day. The council meets three times annually: typically,the third Monday of August, the last Monday-Tuesday of January, and the Tuesday immediately after Memorial Day.


The East Central Region NYI sponsors the following events each year: Regional BLAST! (Building Leaders and Sharing Talents), Regional Bible Quizzing Mid-Winter and Finals tournaments; Cedar Point Day; and King’s Island Day. Regional NYI programs for leadership training, mission trips, and missions project offerings are ongoing. 

 BLAST!  Statement of Philosophy and Purpose


Building Leaders and Sharing Talents (BLAST!) is an event through which talents and leadership skills of youth are developed, encouraged, and used for Jesus Christ. The process begins in a local church setting, where youth are encouraged in their special gifts and abilities, continues through district BLAST! festivals, and extends to the regional event held each year at MVNU. BLAST! is more than an annual regional event; it’s a year-long emphasis on talent/leadership development at every level.


Throughout the New Testament, we find evidence that special abilities are given to each believer through the grace of God to serve the body of Christ and reach out to unbelievers. These gifts and talents are to be cultivated and used to build God’s kingdom. Teenagers often find themselves in a “tug-of-war”, because the world also wants their talents. The church must be diligent to provide opportunities for development and use of talents that challenge youth to reach their full potential, realizing that when they do in Christ, the reward has eternal significance that the world cannot offer. 


Personal development is an important part of BLAST!, yet for who we can be for Christ, not for personal gain. Our talents are an indication of His grace, not our own “special-ness” (Romans 12:3), and are designed to help us serve Him and others. They unify us, and help both us and those we serve to mature in the faith. God expects us to develop our talents and gifts so that we become the best we can be, with His power flowing through us. There is no room in His kingdom for halfheartedness in the cloak of false humility; we must reach for the stars, knowing the One who made them! 


Training for leadership is a second vital aspect. In preparation through discipline and effort, in using their talents publicly, and in working with others in group or team settings, a teenager develops leadership skills that can be channeled in a variety of ways both in the present and the future. Their presentation may not always be great by certain standards, but what happens inside of them as they use their talents is! Whether it’s singing, public speaking, creative arts, math, preaching, Bible quizzing, or team/individual sports, they develop leadership abilities which “plug in” to the church for years to come.


Competition is part of the BLAST! experience, but within a Christian understanding. When Christians compete, they compete against what they know they can do. When I achieve my best, I am a winner. Competing helps me work harder than I might on my own. A Christian attitude toward competitors should be one of companionship and gratitude, helping each other become better. If my competitor wins the award, I rejoice as part of his or her victory, having helped perform at a higher level; if I receive it, I feel the same about him or her.


Trophies and awards provide secondary motivation to work hard; of primary importance is knowing that we improve and others achieve more when we have participated. Since Christ is the source of all talent, we rejoice in him for what everyone accomplishes. Even those who fail to receive an award can rest assured that God will use them where their unique talents can best function, rather than become bitter because someone else may have more talent recognized in a certain area. As youth leaders, it is extremely important that we help teenagers understand the Christian view of competition; since we cannot shield them from it in life, we must help them live as Jesus would in the midst of it.


Finally, participation should be validated at every level. Local churches should provide opportunities for teens to share their talents whether in church services or local festivals. Zones and Districts should organize their own BLAST! days as significant times of sharing, emphasizing that everyone who participates is a winner, not just those who advance to the next level; a culmination of all that has happened in local NYI’s, not just a time to see who qualifies for regional BLAST! May local and district youth be better equipped to make a difference in our world through our year-long efforts to build leaders and share talents!

Section 1: Rules and Procedures

BLAST!  GENERAL RULES AND PROCEDURES

1. Participation in BLAST! is open to youth involved in NYI in a local church on a district of the East Central USA region. Local churches and district NYI’s are free to set their own minimum standards for participation at their level. 

2. Regional BLAST! 2008 is scheduled for June 12-14, on the campus of Mount Vernon Nazarene University, Mount Vernon, Ohio. The event is sponsored by the East Central Region NYI, in cooperation with Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Rev. Roger Bonzo, Regional NYI President, is Director of BLAST! overseeing the event with the BLAST! Leadership Team. 

3. Regional BLAST! is open to students enrolled in grades 6-12 during the school year ending immediately prior to the time of the Regional Blast. Each district is allowed up to three participants in each category of competition, unless otherwise specified in the rules for that event; ties for any of the three places must be broken before regional BLAST! by the district in order to abide by the three-entry rule.

4. Teen Bible quizzing is an important part of the overall BLAST! program on every district. Because of the high demand on Bible quizzers during their tournaments, and so that Bible quizzers are also free to participate in other areas of talent and sports, the Regional Bible Quiz Finals Tournament is held at a time other than the Regional BLAST! weekend. The Regional Bible Quiz Finals is scheduled in May on the Mount Vernon Nazarene University campus. Regional Bible quizzing is conducted according to the current rules for NYI Bible quizzing.  For more information, contact your district Bible Quiz Director.

5. Students who wish to participate in Regional BLAST! must have attended a minimum of one service per week at their local Church of the Nazarene for nine weeks during the three months (February-April) immediately prior to the Regional BLAST! registration deadline of May 15th. (“Service” is defined as Sunday School, morning or evening worship, or weeknight youth Bible study or service.)

6. Only students who participated in and qualified through a district BLAST! event may compete in the same Regional BLAST! event. (Exceptions are provided for math, web design, bench press – depending on your district – and 5K Run as noted in the rules for those categories.) Entrants must be registered through their district by the May 15th deadline.

7. To provide for maximum participation and prevent over-scheduling, individuals may enter competition in no more than three Christian communication categories (music/speech/puppets/ preaching and drama), or no more than two art or creative writing categories. Should a student qualify for more than the stated number of allowed events, they must choose among them to stay within the maximum number; the next student qualified may then replace them in other categories. Events cannot be delayed/altered for individual conflicts.

8. For competition purposes, “Early Youth” is defined as students enrolled in grades 6‑9 during the school year preceding BLAST!, and “Senior Youth” is defined as students enrolled in grades 10‑12 during the school year preceding BLAST!. Categories which do not indicate an age level are open to all youth grades six through twelve.

9. The various categories and rules of competition provided for at Regional BLAST! are included in this program handbook. Should district rules in any category differ from the stated regional rules for that category, those who qualify to advance must conform to the regional rules at the regional BLAST! event. Should districts provide additional categories at their events not included at the regional event, those who may have qualified to advance in these events will not advance in competition, but may attend Regional BLAST! as a spectator. New events may be added or present events deleted by majority vote of the Regional NYI Council, and included the year following approval.

10. Regional BLAST! is a total experience, including evening services, seminars, and special emphases throughout the event, along with the competition. Participants should plan to arrive on Thursday, attend the entire event, are encouraged to be involved in all aspects of the event, and must attend all evening services/concerts and activities. A tentative schedule will be available to participants prior to the regional event at www.mvnu.edu/blast, yet specific times may be altered and changes announced at the event.  
11. Local and district NYI leaders are responsible for the close supervision of participants while on the MVNU campus and at any off-campus lodging (hotel). One adult or college-age sponsor is required for every seven (1/6) students; districts and local churches must work together to see that this ratio is provided for. Dress and behavior on campus are to be in harmony with the Lifestyle Guidelines of Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Insurance coverage for all participants, spectators, and adult sponsors shall be provided through personal and district policies; no liability is assumed by the East Central Regional NYI Council or Mount Vernon Nazarene University.
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

(Subject to change – please visit www.mvnu.edu/blast for the most up to date schedule)

Thursday

9:00—10:00 AM
Meeting for District Presidents, District Coordinators, and Adult Volunteers

10:00—Noon
Check-In/Event Sign-In

 (Lunch on your own)

12:30PM
District Huddles

1:00 PM
District Huddles

1:30 PM
Coaches Meeting

1:30—9:00 PM
Competition & Judging

9:00—11:00 PM
Opening Rally

11:00—Midnight
Late-Night Activity/Snack

Midnight
Curfew


Friday
8:00AM—8:00PM
Competition/Judging

8:00PM
Go To MVNU 

9:00—10:00 PM
Service in the Chapel

10:00—Midnight
Late-Night Activity/Snack

Midnight
Curfew

Saturday
9:00 AM
Awards Ceremony

11:00—Noon
District Huddles




BLAST! RULES FOR CONDUCT AND DRESS

1. Participants, spectators, and adult sponsors are expected to conduct themselves in a manner exemplary of followers of Jesus Christ and consistent with standards of the Church of the Nazarene. 

2. No alcohol, illegal or abusive drugs, or tobacco in any form are allowed on the campus of Mount Vernon Nazarene University. Firearms, fireworks, or explosives are also outlawed. Vulgar, foul, or profane language will not be tolerated. Pornographic or obscene materials are not allowed on campus.

3. Anyone who exhibits disruptive or violent conduct which poses a threat to the well-being of themselves or another person will be disciplined.  This includes both malicious (fighting, cursing, etc.) or mischievous (throwing water, food, shaving cream, etc.) behavior. Skateboards, roller-blades, and scooters are only allowed at designated venues, due to risk of injury. 

4. Though casual wear is appropriate for most BLAST! activities, Christian modesty must be observed in dress worn in any public area. Shorts should be of modest length and fit. Tank-tops or similar sleeveless-style athletic tops are appropriate only for athletic participation, taking due care for modesty. Shirts and shoes are to be worn at all times. The wearing of any item of clothing bearing emblems or messages in conflict with Christian moral standards are not allowed. “Dressy” clothes may be more appropriate for some Christian communication events and for evening services.

5. Participants and spectators are to stay out of housing areas of the opposite sex at all times. Housing areas must be cleared by 9:00 AM each day with teens returning only for essential needs for a short time until the dinner hour; the areas should again be cleared for evening activities until the designated time. 
6. Extra care must be taken to keep the housing areas clean and orderly; mischief of any kind is not permitted. Adult sponsors are responsible to assist in keeping housing areas clear and clean. Christian consideration and conduct must also be observed by those staying in motels. Curfew of 12:00 midnight on Thursday and Friday must be observed.

7. Christian judgment and good taste must be observed in regard to public display of affection. Inappropriate behavior in this area infringes upon the rights of others, reflects negatively on the character of those involved, and creates an inclination toward immorality. Teens and adults can help guide others into appropriate reserve, both public and private, with the opposite sex.

8. No participant should leave campus without express permission and knowledge of a supervising adult sponsor from their church or district.

9. Booing, “baiting”, or applauding failure of opponents by spectators or by participants in activities is inconsistent with a Christian understanding of love and of competition. We encourage spectators to cheer for all teams, and for participants to show respect, cooperation, and gratitude for all teams or individuals.

10. Attendance is required at the evening services and Awards Ceremony.  On campus housing will be locked from 8:00 p.m. until curfew.  Doors will opened for students when an adult sponsor is present. 
11. All campus staff, regional NYI and BLAST! personnel, and adult sponsors from all districts are to be respected and cooperated with in all situations.

BLAST! COMPETITION RULES AND PROCEDURES


CHRISTIAN COMMUNICATION:

1. The Christian Communications categories are: 

a) VOCAL MUSIC: early youth male vocal solo, early youth female vocal solo, early youth vocal duet (2 persons), early youth ensemble (3-9 persons), senior youth male vocal solo, senior youth female vocal solo, senior youth vocal duet (2 persons), senior youth vocal ensemble (3-9 persons), vocal choir (10 or more persons), district Impact team, early youth praise band and senior youth praise band, early youth Christian band and senior youth Christian band.

b) INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: early youth instrumental solo, senior youth instrumental solo, early youth keyboard solo, senior youth keyboard solo, early youth instrumental ensemble (2 or more persons), and senior youth instrumental ensemble (2 or more persons);

c) CREATIVE MINISTRIES: early youth puppets, senior youth puppets, early youth drama, senior youth drama, early youth oral interpretation, senior youth oral interpretation, early youth human video (solo, small & large group), senior youth human video (solo, small & large group), early youth sign language, senior youth sign language, early youth preaching and senior youth preaching. 

d) SPEECH & WRITING: early youth speech, senior youth speech, early youth prose, senior youth prose, early youth poetry, and senior youth poetry.

3. If any participant in a group is senior youth, the group must enter the senior youth category. Categories not differentiating early and senior youth involve participants of both age groups together.

4. No individual can enter more than one event per category. (Example: One may not sing in two different groups in the small group category.) Individuals are limited to participation in three Christian communication categories, excluding Impact team (music/speech/puppets/ preaching and drama), or no more than two art or creative writing categories. Drama and Puppets must be performed by groups or two or more; speech, preaching, and oral interpretation are done by individuals only.

5. Time limits: 
all music, human video, and sign language categories = 5 minutes; 



drama categories = 8 minutes; 



puppets, speech, and preaching categories = 10 minutes. 


Entries exceeding time limit will have five points deducted.

6. All vocal entries must be religious in nature; instrumental and keyboard entries may also include classical selections. Keyboard categories include both piano and organ.

7. All vocal and instrumental music and drama must be memorized. No participant may use the same song or drama they entered in a previous year.

8. Taped accompaniments without vocal background are permissible for vocal competition. Taped accompaniment with vocals may be used for sign language, human video, and puppets categories. Taped accompaniment is permissible for instrumental and keyboard competitions. However, background accompaniment should not contain the same instrument being played.  All taped accompaniment tracks used must be original.

9. The ORIGINAL copy of any music used must be given to the judges for evaluation purposes, along with two photocopies for judging purposes (copies of track inserts must be enlarged to 8½ X 11 size).  A copy cannot be accepted if not accompanied by the original copy, unless there is an authorized letter from the publisher.  Five points will be deducted for use of unauthorized copies. The printed score must reflect the music being performed and the parts sung/played by the entrant. Lyric sheets are not sufficient.

10. The praise band category may include any number of participants, using a combination of vocals and live instrumentation. No accompaniment tracks are permitted. Praise band entries are required to submit three copies of original score and vocals. Keyboard and drums will be provided; personal guitars, horns, or strings must be brought by the entrant. Instrument sound level checks must be scheduled and completed during the break prior to the category.   Entries will be evaluated for both vocals and live instrumentation. All entries should be the type of song used in leading in a worship setting.

11. The Christian Band: Original Performance category may include any number of participants, using a combination of vocals and live instrumentation. No accompaniment tracks are permitted. Praise band entries are required to submit a score of music being performed; three copies of the score (if available) and vocals will be required for the judges. Keyboard and drums will be provided; personal guitars, horns, or strings must be brought by the entrant. Instrument sound level checks must be scheduled and completed during the break prior to the category.   Entries will be evaluated for both vocals and live instrumentation and content. All entries should be the type of song used representative of Christian values, spiritually sound, and inspired to glorify Christ. Bands will not be permitted to perform non-original music (however music does not have to be written by a band member; ie, parent, friend, pastor). Failure to perform original music will exempt the participants from achieving a score and award.

12. Puppets competition consists of a presentation of a published or original scripted piece by a group of two or more persons. Voices may be done live or on tape. Puppets and props must be provided; a puppet stage will be provided. Three copies of the script must be presented to the judges prior to performance. (Note: this category does not include ventriloquism.)

13. Drama competition involves a presentation of a published religious skit, short drama, or cutting from a play, which involves two or more characters portrayed by two or more persons. All material must be memorized. Limited staging, costumes, and props may be used, but must be provided by the entrants, and be on hand and able to be set up quickly at the time of competition (2 minute limit). An original copy and two photocopies (or three originals) of the piece performed must be presented to the judges prior to performance.

14. Oral interpretation is a reading or dramatic monologue of single or multiple selections of published poetry, prose, or scripture by an individual. The reading or dramatic monologue must include an introduction written by the participant, and, if multiple selections are used, brief original transitions. Selections may be presented from manuscript or from memory. Three copies of the piece must be submitted to the judges prior to competition.

15. Human video involves the silent dramatization by a group or individual of a taped musical selection performed by a recording artist. Three typed copies of the words of the song performed must be presented to the judges prior to performance. Competition will be divided into solo, small group (2-4), and large group (5+) in each of the early and senior youth categories.

16. Sign Language involves an individual or group interpreting a musical selection or scripture reading through manual communication using either ASL (American Sign Language) or SEE (Signing Exact English). The individual must choose only one of these usages of communication throughout the entire song or scripture. The musical selection or passage of scripture may be pre-recorded or live. Competition will be divided into solo, small group (2-4), and large group (5+) in each of the early and senior youth categories.
17. Preaching is defined as the presentation of an original message from a Biblical passage of the entrant’s choice. The exposition is to contain an introduction and conclusion. The points of the sermon arise from and explain the meaning of the passage itself, then give contemporary application. Outlines are to be original; all sources used must be credited. Notes may be used during presentation. All preaching entries must be religious in nature. Two copies of the manuscript or outline used must be submitted to the judge before the presentation.

18. Participants in prose or poetry categories must attend BLAST! and turn in their work at the assigned time. All entries must be of a Christian nature and in accordance with the teachings of the Church of the Nazarene; prose may be fiction or non-fiction (if non-fiction, all sources must be cited with endnotes). Participants must submit three typed copies of their work, double-spaced, pages numbered (prose) and stapled. Do not put the work in folders, frames, or add color or art.  Each entry must have a cover page indicating the participant’s name, district, and category entered. The participant should keep a personal copy in case of loss. (Note: Copy machines will not be available at the college. Failure to submit three copies will result in disqualification.) 

19. Speech competition involves presentation of an original speech to inform, persuade, amuse, or inspire. Notes may be used, but the speech may not be read from manuscript. Visual aids may be used to supplement or reinforce. Speech topics must be on a topic relating to Christianity, but differentiated from a sermon (see above). Three copies of the speech must be submitted to the judges prior to competition.

20. Each district is allowed three participants in each Christian Communications category at Regional BLAST!, except for district Impact teams, in which one team represents the district (ties for third on the district level must be broken, as only three entries are permitted). Participants will be evaluated by a combination of MVNU faculty and students, NYI personnel, and other invited judges in the various categories.

ART AND CRAFTS:
1. Art and Crafts categories are: early youth drawing, senior youth drawing, early youth painting, senior youth painting, early youth photography, senior youth photography, early youth crafts, and senior youth crafts, early youth digital-assisted photography, senior youth digital-assisted photography, early youth videography, and senior youth videography.  Entries must be those pieces which have received highest honors at the district competition. All entries must be original (no copies of other works allowed).
2. Only one piece may be entered by an individual in any one category, and no more than two in all categories. Each entry must be the same one as was entered and qualified to advance at the district competition. No repeat entries from previous years are permitted. 

3. Each art category piece (painting, drawing, and photography) must be displayed on a mat, mount, or frame, and be able to be hung for display (not necessary with crafts items). 

4. Each art category entry must also have a small card with the name of the artist, age level and category entered, and district affixed to the back (art) or bottom (crafts) of the piece.

5. Biblical or religious themes are not required in art and crafts; however, the nature or content of entries must not violate the moral and ethical standards of the Church of the Nazarene.

6. All entries will be judged according to creative use of the media involved, exhibit a high degree of craftsmanship, show originality of theme, and present the work in such a way that complements and enhances its overall appearance. Entries must be of sufficient quality to be presented at a regional level, and must meet the specified criteria. No entries will be accepted that lie outside of the established categories (drawing, painting, photography, digital assisted photography, videography, and crafts).

7. Digital-Assisted Photography will use an original primary photograph which must be included along with the description card.  Description card should detail the digital process and program used as well as name of artist, age level, category entered and district. Original photograph should be the predominant image of finished piece. Piece should be displayed according to item 3 for viewing. Finished piece should also be saved as a “jpeg” file for judging.

8. Videography—Short subject will use original video and digital editing to create an original piece on a topic of the student’s choosing. Audio and original photographs may also be used to enhance the video. Description card should detail the digital process and program used as well as name of artist, age level, category entered and district. The finished piece must stay within a 4-minute time limit. The piece must be submitted in VHS tape format.

9. Each district is allowed three participants in Art and Crafts at Regional BLAST!. Participants in Art and Crafts must attend BLAST! and must turn in their work to the MVNU art building during the assigned time.  Art exhibits will be evaluated by MVNU fine arts faculty and students, NYI personnel, and other invited artist judges in the various categories according to the published schedule.

MATHEMATICS AND COMPUTERS:

1. The Mathematics and Computers categories are: early youth mathematics, senior youth mathematics, early youth web-design, and senior youth web-design. 

2. The mathematics competition is operated on the basis of a standardized test taken by each participant. 60 minutes are given to complete each test. Awards are given according to test scores, computing correct answers only. In the case of a tie, the time of completion used (first turned in is awarded first place). Test scores will be posted, but tests will not be returned to participants. No calculators are permitted.

3. The Website Design category is divided into Early Youth and Senior Youth categories.

· Website design entries must be submitted on a completed entry form and turned in during the designated drop-off time. The website must be accessible via the Internet during judging. All entries must be original (no copies of other works allowed).

· One entry per person is allowed. Each entry must be the same one as was entered at the district competition (if applicable). No repeat entries from previous years are permitted.

· Biblical or religious themes are not required: however, the nature or content of the entry must not violate the moral and ethical standards of the Church of the Nazarene.

· All entries will be judged according to creative use of the media involved, must be functional (no broken links or errors on the page/s, show originality of theme, should be user-friendly and navigable, and possess a pleasing overall appearance and design flow. Websites will not be penalized for pop-up advertising on free server space.

· The website should be compatible with the following versions of web browser programs: Netscape 4.7, Microsoft Internet Explorer 5.0, or Opera 4.0.

4. Each district is allowed unlimited number of participants in mathematics and web page design at Regional BLAST. 
SCIENCE PROJECT:

1. The science project competition involves the scientific investigation of a problem through experimentation. The categories are early youth science project and senior youth science project.
2. The entrant must exhibit posters/displays and, when possible, the actual experimental materials that were used in a display format. Each entry will be provided table top space of 30” deep and 48” wide for the exhibit. Projects from prior years are not permitted.
3. Displays must outline the typical steps in a scientific investigation: e.g., the statement of the problem, hypothesis, experimental method, experimental results, and conclusion. 

4. Each participant will have a 15 minute oral interview with judge(s) during which he/she will summarize the project and answer judges’ questions about both the general subject areas and the scientific research project. Each participant must sign up for an interview time when the project is dropped off at the exhibit area.  Participants are responsible for keeping appointment times.
5. Projects will be evaluated according to scientific method, knowledge achieved, originality/creativity, the display exhibited, and the oral interview.

6. Appropriate safety guidelines must be used; for example, live animals, pathogenic bacteria, hazardous chemicals, open flames, and high voltages must not be exhibited.

7. Entries generally will come from outstanding science projects already completed and exhibited at school-sponsored science fairs during the 2007-2008 school year. We recognize that not all schools sponsor science fairs and that fairs are not open to all grades; all BLAST! entries are expected to be of sufficient quality to be presented at a regional level.
TEAM VOLLEYBALL:

1.  Team Volleyball competition will include a Women’s Volleyball tournament and a Men’s Volleyball Tournament. Each tournament will be double elimination.

2.  High school junior varsity volleyball rules for tournaments with six players will be used. Teams winning two of three games advance. Rally scoring will be used to 25 points for games one and two and 15 points for game three.  No more than three varsity athletes from the same school may compete on the same team.

3.  Each coach and player is expected to demonstrate Christian sportsmanship and self-control, and show cooperation with officials.

4.  The scheduling and tournament brackets are done at random and will be posted by 10:00 a.m. on the morning of registration.

5.  Each district is allowed one All‑star team in each tournament at Regional BLAST! with no more than twelve players and two coaches allowed for each team. Each district shall determine their own method for selecting participants on the district all-star team. Each team must have their own uniform shirts with numbers and designated colors.

6.  For Regional BLAST!,  a roster for each team must be submitted with district registrations by the District BLAST! Coordinator. Any substitutions for players who cannot attend must be coordinated through the District BLAST! Coordinator, and submitted as soon as known, no later than May 15th. (Note: any substitute player must qualify according to the general rules and have competed at the district level.) 

TEAM BASKETBALL:

1.  Team Basketball competition will include separate tournaments involving district all-star teams for men and district all-star teams for women. Tournaments will be double elimination with the exception of the final round; should the team from the one-loss bracket defeat the team from the no-loss bracket, a ten minute “super-overtime” will be used to determine the champion. 

2.  Each game will consist of two 16 minute halves, with the clock stopping only for shooting fouls and time-outs until the final minute of each half. Each team is allowed two time-outs per half, which are not carried over. A two minute overtime will be used. A technical foul will be assessed if a team uses a full court press when leading by 20 points or more (one warning per half). A five-minute warm-up time will be used between games. OSSHA official High School Basketball Rules and trained officials will be used. 

3.  Persons coaching at the college or university level may not be used as coaches. OSSHA rules for varsity athlete participation must be observed; no more than two varsity athletes from the same school may compete on the same team. 

4.  Each coach, player, and spectator is expected to demonstrate Christian sportsmanship and self-control, and show cooperation with officials. 

5.  The scheduling and tournament brackets are done by random and will be posted by 10:00 a.m. on the morning of registration. Teams must provide their own transportation to other gym locations off-campus.

6.  Each district is allowed one All‑star team in each tournament at Regional BLAST!, with no more than twelve players and two coaches allowed for each team. Each district shall determine their own method for selecting participants on the district all-star team. Each team must have their own uniform shirts with numbers and designated colors.

7.  For Regional BLAST!,  a roster for each team must be submitted with district registrations by the District BLAST! Coordinator. Any substitutions for players who cannot attend must be coordinated through the District BLAST! Coordinator, and submitted as soon as known, no later than May 15th. (Note: any substitute player must qualify according to the general rules and have competed at the district level.) 

BASKETBALL HOT SHOT:

1.  Basketball Hot Shot competition will include these categories: early youth men’s hot shot, early youth women’s hot shot, senior youth men’s hot shot, senior youth women’s hot shot. 

2.  Each participant will have ninety seconds to score a maximum number of points from spots marked on the court, beginning at the top of the key. There is a limit of three lay-ups; other shots may be repeated as often as desired. No dunks. Shooters must retrieve their own rebounds. Points are added in this manner: lay-up: 1 point; side shot: 2 points; foul line extended: 3 points; top of the key extended: 5 points. Shooters must have one foot on the marked spot when the ball is released. Shots released at the buzzer are counted.

3.  The competition will allow each participant to shoot three rounds; the average point total of the three rounds will be used to determine placement. The top six shooters will advance to the semi-final round, using the same format above. The top three shooters from the semi-final round will advance to the final round, with medals determined by the average point total of those three rounds. 

4.  The judgment of the officials is final, and each participant will be expected to cooperate. Participants must use basketballs provided by the tournament; no personal basketballs will be allowed. 

5.  Each district is allowed three participants in each hot shot category at Regional BLAST!. No substitutions are allowed in hot shot.

SOCCER:
1.  Soccer competition will consist of a separate tournament for men and for women. Each district is allowed one All‑star team for men and one for women at Regional BLAST!. Each district shall determine their own method for selecting participants on the district all-star team. The competition will be structured as a pool-play tournament, with a single elimination brackets final round played among top two finishers from both pools (1st place vs. 2nd place of opposite pools). 

2.  No more than fourteen players and two coaches are allowed for each team. Games will be played with six field players and one goalkeeper. Subs may go in on their own throw in or any other dead ball situation, after reporting to the scorer’s table first.

3.  Each team must have their own uniform shirts with numbers on the back and designated colors. Goalkeepers must wear a neutral color. Shin guards are required; any player without proper shin guards will not be permitted to participate.

4.  Field size will be half the size of a soccer field (approx. 60 yards by 70 yards). Field markings will be the same as regulation soccer with the exception of penalty boxes being reduced by eight yards length and width. The goalkeeper may only distribute the ball with his hands.

5.  A game will consist of two twenty-minute halves with a five minute half-time. No overtime periods; ties will be settled with a shoot‑out. All ties in the final round will be settled with a sudden-death overtime. The method for breaking ties to determine who qualifies for the final round is as follows: 1. Head-to-head; 2. result against common opponents; 3. Goals allowed; 4. 10 minute play-off.

6.  Any flagrant tackles or tackling from behind will be an immediate red card violation, resulting in disqualification from that game. All other rules will be the same as those outlined in the current National Federation Soccer Edition, published by the National Federation of State High School Association.

7.  For Regional BLAST!, a roster for each team must be submitted with district registrations by the District BLAST! Coordinator. Any substitutions for players who cannot attend must be coordinated through the District BLAST! Coordinator, and submitted as soon as known, no later than at May 15th. (Note: any substitute player must qualify according to the general rules and have competed at the district level.) 

TABLE TENNIS:

1.  Table Tennis competition will include the following categories: early youth men’s table tennis, early youth women’s table tennis, senior youth men’s table tennis, and senior youth women’s table tennis. Each category will be operated as a single elimination tournament. 

2.  Official table tennis rules will be followed. Games will consist of 21 points; the participant winning two of the three games played advances.

3.  Each district is allowed three participants in each table tennis tournament category at Regional BLAST!. No substitutions are allowed in table tennis.

CHESS:

1. Chess competition will include the following categories: early youth chess and senior youth chess. Males and females compete in the same category. The first day of play will be a round-robin style competition allowing each student to play a handful of games. The second day will include a single elimination tournament for better players. 

Scoring

There are 2 different scores that will be kept: Victory Points and Differential

Checkmate: The winner would receive 2 Victory Points, and the loser would receive 0 Victory Points. The winner would receive a positive Differential of double the time remaining, and the loser would receive a negative Differential of double the time remaining. The time remaining should be based on the number of half minutes remaining.

Stalemate:  Both players would receive 1 Victory Point and 0 Differential.

Timed Out:  The winner would receive 1 Victory Point and a positive Differential based on piece count. The loser would receive 0 Victory Points and a negative Differential based on piece count. Piece count will b e determined by the following points: Queen=9, Rook=5, Knight & Bishop=3, Pawn=1. When time is called each player will tally their piece count based on those pieces still in play. The player with the higher piece count will be declared the winner and the Differential will be the difference of the piece counts. In the case of equal piece counts, the game will be ruled a stalemate and scored accordingly.


After each round the players will be ranked primarily by Victory Points and secondarily by Differential. Those players who do not play in a round will receive 0 Victory Points and 0 Differential for that round. In the case of an odd number of players for a round, the player with the lowest rank will receive the bye which will be scored as 2 Victory Points and 0 Differential. After the players are ranked, #1 will play #2: #3 will play #4, etc. If tow players have already played against each other the one with the higher ranking will play the next highest ranked player he/she has not yet played.


There will be 2 separate 4-round qualifying tournaments, with the winner of each being guaranteed a first-round by in the finals. The winner of the first tournament will receive the #1 seed in the finals and need not participate in the second qualifier. The winner of the second tournament will receive the #2 seed. The finals will be single elimination among the top 8 players. The remaining 6 players will include the 2nd ranked player from each individual qualifier and then the players with the best combined scores from both qualifiers. Seeds 3-8 will be determined by the combined scores from both qualifiers. All games in the finals will have a 1-hour time limit and the final round will be a best 2 of 3. There will also be a consolation round to determine 3rd and 4th places.


There will be a 45-second time limit per move. Since the officials can’t watch every game, the players have the responsibility to monitor and enforce this rule. If a player continues to not move within the allotted time, a player may let an official know of the problem. The official may then compel the player to move promptly or to forfeit the game. The touch rule should also be enforced, meaning that if a player touches a piece that piece must be moved if allowed. Again, it will be the players’ responsibility to enforce this rule and only if both players agree may this rull be waived.

3. Each district is allowed three participants in each chess tournament category at Regional BLAST!. No substitutions are allowed in chess. 

5K RUN:
1.  5K Run competition will include the following categories: early youth male 5K run, early youth female 5K run, senior youth male 5K run, and senior youth female 5K run. 

2.  Each district is allowed three participants in each 5K Run category at Regional BLAST!. No substitutions are allowed. Since many districts do not have facilities adequate to hold a 5K Run event, participants in regional 5K competition do not have to qualify at the district level; such districts may determine their own way of selecting the three participants. 

3.  The 5K Run organizational meeting at Regional BLAST! is held at the Eternal Flame, on the campus of MVNU, 10 minutes prior to race time. The race will start at the Flame, run a course through the neighboring area and finish back at the Flame.

BENCH PRESS COMPETITION:
1. The Weightlifting competition will include the following categories: Bantam (114 – 132 pounds), Light Weight (133 – 161 pounds), Middle Weight (162 – 181 pounds), Light Heavy Weight (182 – 198 pounds) and Heavy Weight (199 and over). Senior youth male and female only with one lifter per weight class per district may participate. Rules will be based on simplified version of the US Powerlifting Rules (covering items such as Costume and Personal Equipment, Rules and Performance, Causes for Disqualification, and Order of Competition) and are posted at www.mvnu.edu/blast.
AWARDS AND RECOGNITION:
1. Local and District BLAST! events shall give awards and recognition to participants with high scores, or individuals or teams placing high in sports tournament events, as designated by the Local or District NYI Council. In all events except Bible quizzing, team volleyball, team basketball, and soccer, the three highest scores (or first second, and third places) in the district event qualify for Regional BLAST!; if any of these top three cannot attend, the district may be represented by the next highest scorer. District participants at Regional BLAST! team volleyball, basketball, and soccer, and the regional Bible quiz team, participate in all-star teams, selected by a method determined by the District NYI Council.

2. Regional BLAST! will conclude with an Awards Ceremony on the final day.  All participants are expected to attend the awards ceremony. All participants and groups who receive a Gold award will be recognized at the Awards Ceremony Plenary Session. Participants and groups who receive silver or bronze awards will be recognized at the District Huddles. Awards must be claimed by the participant or a friend; awards will not be mailed to absentee participants. 

Section 2: Judging and Evaluation Forms

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

VOCAL MUSIC & INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC / KEYBOARD

NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   CATEGORY  


A. SCORE ALL ENTRANTS:

1. Time limit/original copies (5 pts each)


2. Memorization thoroughness/accuracy    


3. Posture/Presentation/Poise                    


4. Communicative effectiveness       




Subtotal


B. VOCAL SOLO CATEGORIES
B. VOCAL ENSEMBLE CATEGORIES
5.  Tone quality
 

5. Tone Quality



6.  Diction
 
 
6. Diction


7.  Rhythm & pitch accuracy
 

7. Rhythm & Pitch accuracy


8.  Breath control/phrasing
 

8. Blend 


9.  Mastery of style of piece
 


9. Mastery of style of piece


10.  Dynamics‑ appropriate level

10. Dynamics-appropriate level


and contrast


and contrast

 


Subtotal


Subtotal


B. KEYBOARD CATEGORIES
B. INSTRUMENTAL CATEGORIES

5. Pedaling

_______
5. Tone Quality
_______

6. Rhythm & note accuracy

_______
6. Rhythm & note accuracy
_______

7. Technical proficiency

_______
7. Technical proficiency
_______

S. Phrasing

_______
8. Phrasing/Breath control
_______

9, Expressiveness/Interpretation
_______
9. Expressiveness/Interpretation
_______

10. Mastery of style of piece

_______
10. Intonation
_______

Subtotal


Subtotal




SUBTOTALS A & B 

  + 

  



FINAL SCORE


**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

PRAISE BAND

NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   

A.  OVERALL (10 points each)
1.   Time limit/copies of vocals (5 pts each)

(10 pts.)
2.   Memorization thoroughness/accuracy    

(10 pts.)
3. Presentation and poise                    

(10 pts.)
4. Communicative effectiveness    

(10 pts.)
5. Ability to lead in worship and appropriateness
of selection for worship setting

(10 pts.)
Subtotal


B. VOCAL CATEGORIES (5 points each)


6. Tone quality & pitch accuracy 


(5 pts.)
7. Diction



(5 pts.)

8. Breath control/phrasing


(5 pts.)

9. Mastery of style of piece


(5 pts.)

10. Dynamics‑ appropriate level and contrast


(5 pts.)

Subtotal




B. INSTRUMENTAL CATEGORIES (5 points each)

11.  Tone Quality





(5 pts.)
12. Rhythm & note accuracy





(5 pts.)
13. Technical proficiency





(5 pts.)
14. Mastery of style of piece





(5 pts.)
15. Expressiveness





(5 pts.)
Subtotal








SUBTOTALS A + B + C 
 =


FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

CHRISTIAN BAND: ORIGINAL PERFORMANCE

NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   

A.  OVERALL (10 points each)
1. Time limit/original copies of vocals and score (5 pts each)


2. Memorization thoroughness/accuracy    


3. Presentation and poise                    


4. Stage Presence and Audience Communication


5. Appropriateness of Original Composition and Performance


Subtotal


B. VOCAL CATEGORIES (5 points each)


5.  Tone quality & pitch accuracy







6.  Diction
 







7.  Breath control/phrasing
 






8.  Mastery of style of piece
 







9.  Dynamics‑ appropriate level



     and contrast






 

Subtotal






C. INSTRUMENTAL CATEGORIES (5 points each)

10.  Tone Quality






11. Rhythm & note accuracy





12. Technical proficiency






13. Mastery of style of piece





14. Expressiveness






Subtotal






FINAL SCORE





**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

PUPPETS 
NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   

1. MASTERY OF TECHNIQUE:


‑ Entrances/exits using proper techniques

‑ Use of arm rods appropriate & effective

‑ Lip-sync well‑rehearsed

‑ Over-all control of puppet well-executed

2. CREATIVITY:




‑ Expressive movements & gestures

‑ Effective use of props

‑ Necessary movements of props done effectively without distraction

‑ Staging, and costuming enhances characters and message

3. MESSAGE CONVEYED EFFECTIVELY:


‑ Humor used enhances dialogue

‑ Moral or spiritual intent well‑understood

4. APPEARANCE AND GROOMING:



‑ Puppets well cared for, well‑groomed hair (if applicable)

‑ Costuming suitable for skit

‑ Over‑all pleasing appearance/ not distracting


SUB‑TOTAL





       x   2.5

FINAL SCORE

*
(* - 5 point deduction if not within time limit)
**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

DRAMA 
NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   

BASIC CRITERIA:
1.  Meaningful/Religious content
 _______

2.  Memory


_______
3.  Poise in presentation
_______
4.  Within time limit / original scripts for judges (5 pts. each)
_______
SPECIFIC CRITERIA:
5.  Interpretation - correct analysis of character or work, effect in conveying meaning
_______

6.  Projection - audible, should be able to adjust to size of room
_______
7.  Vocal Quality - proper variety of pitch to match emotion, articulation
_______
8.  Naturalness - effective expression of character piece without over-acting
_______
9.  Gestures & Movement - good use of space, freedom and appropriateness of gestures
_______
10.  Mechanics - if memorized, correct memorization;  if not, proper use of copy or book,
correct use of props or visual aids, staging, and dress.
_______


FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

ORAL INTERPRETATION  
NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 



BASIC CRITERIA:
1.  Meaningful/Religious content
_______

2.  Introduction and transitions
_______
3.  Poise in presentation
_______
4.  Within time limit / original scripts for judges (5 pts. each)
_______
SPECIFIC CRITERIA:
5.  Interpretation - correct analysis of character or work, effect in conveying meaning
_______

6.  Projection - audible, should be able to adjust to size of room
_______
7.  Vocal Quality - proper variety of pitch to match emotion, articulation
_______
8.  Naturalness - effective expression of character piece without over-acting
_______
9.  Gestures & Movement - good use of space, freedom and appropriateness of gestures
_______
10.  Mechanics - if memorized, correct memorization;  if not, proper use of copy or book
_______

FINAL SCORE





**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

HUMAN VIDEO 
NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   CATEGORY  


Solo Categories

VISUAL EFFECT: 
_______

Does appearance help or detract from presentation?

Is make‑up (if any) done well? 

Is clothing or costume appropriate to the theme?

SYNCHRONIZATION: 
_______

Are interpretations well‑coordinated with music?

MOVEMENT: 
_______
Are movements carefully planned and implemented?

Are they suited well to musical accompaniment? 

Do movements communicate meaning well? 

MECHANICS: 
_______
Is there an appropriate use of props, visual aids? 

Is dress and staging appropriate?

OVERALL IMPRESSION: 
_______
Is the over‑all message clearly communicated?  

Is the presentation aesthetically pleasing? 

Any special strengths or problems?
Time Limit (5 pt deduction if over limit) 

Memorization thoroughness/accuracy
Sub Total
_______


X22
FINAL SCORE
_______

Small and Large Group Categories

VISUAL EFFECT:
_______

Does appearance help or detract from presentation?

Is make‑up (if any) done well? 

Is clothing or costume appropriate to the theme?

SYNCHRONIZATION: 
_______

Are interpretations well‑coordinated with music?

Are movements smooth, and synchronized between 

performers?


MOVEMENT: 
_______
Are movements carefully planned and implemented?

Are they suited well to musical accompaniment? 

Do movements communicate meaning well? 

MECHANICS: 
_______
Is there an appropriate use of props, visual aids? 

Is dress and staging appropriate?

OVERALL IMPRESSION: 
_______
Is the over‑all message clearly communicated?  

Is the presentation aesthetically pleasing? 

Any special strengths or problems?
Time Limit (5 pt deduction if over limit) 

Memorization thoroughness/accuracy
Sub Total
_______


X2

FINAL SCORE
_______

**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

SIGN LANGUAGE 
NAME/GROUP NAME (IF APPLICABLE)   
 
DISTRICT 


EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   CATEGORY  


1. SELECTION:
Originality, ministry effectiveness, length of performance? (0-10 points)


(* - 5 point deduction if not within time limit)
2. COMMUNICATION:
Facial expression, stage presence, interpretation of meaning, 

concept accuracy? (0-30 points)



3. PRESENTATION & TECHNIQUE:
Precision, Rhythmic stability, creative elements, directionality

sign placement, use of classifiers, clarity of signs, synchronization, 

timing, spacing, energy?  (0-30 points)



4. EFFECTIVENESS:
Preparation, understandable concept, memorization (0-30 points)



FINAL SCORE

*
**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

PREACHING

NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 



CONSTRUCTION:
1.  Appropriateness of text selection

________

2.  Evidence of research

________

3.  Overall content/depth of thought

________

4.  Creative use of illustrations

________

5.  Theology (correctness of concepts, consistency)

________

DELIVERY:

6.  Presence (poise, posture, overall demeanor)
________

7.  Introduction/Transition/Conclusions
________

8.  Organization (logical flow of thought)
________

9.  Diction/Control/Speech
________

10.  Use of gestures


________


FINAL SCORE

*
(* - 5 point deduction if not within time limit)
**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

SPEECH 
NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 



1. Appropriateness of selection


2. Introductions/Transitions


3. Organizational Sequence


4. Organizational Clarity

 

5. Evidence of  research


6. Creativity and depth of thought 


7. Articulation / rate of delivery


8. Use of emphasis and gestures 




9. Confidence in delivery


10. Mood and tone


FINAL SCORE



**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

PROSE 
NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 


BASIC CRITERIA:


1.
Does the work exhibit a unifying idea or message?


2.
How well does the author's theme advocate Christian values?


SPECIFIC CRITERIA:

3.
Is the piece well-organized and does it logically flow?


4.  Does the work exhibit the author's ability to control the technical aspects of his/her chosen form and style (rhythm, foreshadowing, narrative perspective)?


5.
Does the piece exhibit originality/ creativity?


6.  Is the piece grammatically sound, with correct spelling and usage, and 
appropriate word choice?



7.
Does the content adequate and of sufficient quality to support the theme or|
 message?



8.
Does the work exhibit depth of thought and sound reason?


FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

POETRY 
NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 



BASIC CRITERIA:
1.
Does the work exhibit a unifying idea or message?


2.  Does the work exhibit the author's ability to control the technical aspects of his/her 
chosen form or style?
 

SPECIFIC CRITERIA:

3. Does the piece exhibit originality / creativity?


4. Does the work exhibit the author's mastery of literal, figurative and symbolic 
language?


5. Does the work express itself in a way that maintains or heightens the interest of 
the reader?


FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

ART & CRAFTS

NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 


CATEGORY  


1. Originality



2. Craftsmanship/Degree of Difficulty



3. Creative use of media



4. Presentation



5. Composition and design



FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

ENTRY / EVALUATION FORM

WEBSITE DESIGN

NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 


WEBSITE HOMEPAGE URL



Purpose/Description




1. Originality



2. Functionality



3. Creative use of media (Flash, graphics, etc)



4. Usability



5. Composition and design (appearance)



FINAL SCORE




**********************************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

JUDGING / EVALUATION FORM

SCIENCE PROJECT

NAME  

   EARLY YOUTH 
   SENIOR YOUTH  
   DISTRICT 


A. SCIENTIFIC METHOD
1. Was the problem/question clearly defined? (0-5 points)


2. Was the hypothesis clearly stated? (0-5 points)


3. Has an experiment been performed? (0-5 points)


4. Did the participant use appropriate controls, or were all but 1-2 experimental

variables held constant? (0-10 points)


5. Was the experiment repeated enough times to ensure reproducibility, or was

an adequately large sample used? (0-10 points)


6. Were the experiment’s results presented effectively, in tables, graphs, charts

etc.? (0-5 points)


7. Did the participant draw conclusions (either upholding or rejecting the original

hypothesis) and can those conclusions be justified from the data? (0-5 points)


B. KNOWLEDGE ACHIEVED
1. Is there evidence of adequate background reading (0-5 points)


2. Does the participant understand the scientific terminology used to describe

his/her project? (0-5 points)


3. Is the participant aware of and do they understand fundamental scientific

principles that pertain to the project? (0-5 points)


4. Can the participant apply principles learned from this project to answer “what if”

questions about related hypothetical situations? (0-5 points)


C. ORAL INTERVIEW
1. Was the project explained clearly in the oral interview? (0-5 points)




2. Can the participant answer questions about his/her work? (0-5 points)




D. PHYSICAL DISPLAY
1. Is the display neat, legible, and logically organized? (0-5 points)


2. Is the display aesthetically appealing? (0-5 points)


E. ORIGINALITY / CREATIVITY
1. Does the participant appear to have done the work him/herself? (0-5 points)


2. Has good use been made of available materials and equipment? (0-5 points)


3. How difficult was the experiment, considering age and grade? (0-5 points)

 

FINAL SCORE




*******************************************************************************

GOLD ‑ 100 to 90 points
SILVER ‑ 89 to 70 points
BRONZE- 69 to 50 points

COMMENTS (on back):

Section 3: Registration Forms


REGISTRATION AND FEE INFORMATION


1. All students who qualify for the Regional BLAST! at a district event must register for the Regional BLAST! through their District BLAST! Coordinator, who serves as a clearing point for all registrations for the district, checking qualifications, ensuring 1/7 adult/student ratio, collecting the registration, meals, and housing fees. Online registration for Regional BLAST! Is required through the BLAST! Website.

2. Individual registration forms must be completed on-line by participants, spectators, adult sponsors and volunteers.  Send payment and the required release forms to the District BLAST! Coordinator. (Youth participants and spectators must send in medical & liability release forms, while adults need only the liability release form) by their stated district deadline, which allows for all district registrations to be compiled and sent in by the regional registration deadline of May 15.  Districts will be assessed a $250 late penalty for registrations received after May 15th.
District BLAST! Coordinators will send (or deliver) all registration materials and payment 

by May 15 to: 

Crystal Browning, BLAST! Administration

C/O Mount Vernon Nazarene University Admissions

800 Martinsburg Road, Mount Vernon, OH 43050
3. The district registration mailing to Crystal must include:

a) District Registration Summary Form (included in this booklet – numbers available on-line)

b) District Housing Roster (copy to Crystal and to Kyle Jackson)

c) Adult Volunteer registration form (3 adults from each district to volunteer during the event)

d) All Medical and Civil Liability forms (alphabetized) (either mailed or in-hand);

e) All registration, meal, and on-campus housing fees. Please send one check for the total housing, meal, and registration fees payable to East Central Region NYI and mail to Roger Bonzo, 819 State Route 1, Greenup, KY 41144. 
4. The registration fee for participants (those competing in an event) is $35.00 per person. This price includes competition fees for each event, and services, special features, programming materials, a BLAST! t‑shirt, and awards.  The registration fee for spectators (youth attending but not competing in an event) is $30.00 per person, which includes all evening services, special features, and programming materials (t-shirts are included). The registration fee for adult sponsors is $20.00 per person, which includes all activities and a t-shirt. Participant Fees are non-refundable after May 15th and non-transferable after June 1st; spectator and adult sponsor fees are non-refundable and non-transferable after June 1st.

5. A $30.00 Campus Meal Package is available for participants, spectators, and adult sponsors. This price includes all meals. The meal package must be selected on the registration form, and cannot be added or refunded upon arrival. Meal package fees are non-refundable after May 15th. (Meal packages will also be available for purchase during the event.)

6. A limited amount of on-campus housing is available for each of the eight districts this year. MVNU housing is available for $15.00 per person (2 nights), and must be selected on the registration form. Adult sponsors must stay on campus with their students; housing is provided at no charge for adult sponsors up to the 1/7 ratio per district. More specific housing issues will be addressed by your district housing coordinator.  Housing fees are non-refundable after May 15th, and transferable only to someone of the same gender.

7. Campus housing is limited to 800 beds, each district will be assigned 100 on-campus beds by the District Housing Coordinator. Contact your district BLAST! Coordinator for more specific details on housing and the additional cost for off-campus lodging. The district coordinators will have information on available off-campus housing locations.

BLAST! DISTRICT REGISTRATION SUMMARY SHEET
District Coordinator:
_________________________
District:
_____________


E-Mail:

_________________________
Phone #:
____________


Registration:



aMOUNT:

Total Participants:
________


Total Spectators [Youth]:
________


Total Adults:
________

TOTAL REGISTRATIONS FROM DISTRICT:

________

Total Meal Packages:

________
$_________

T-ShirtS:
Staff 
Total


(DP, Volunteers, You)
(including participants, spectators, DP, Volunteers, You)

Total Smalls: 
________
________

Total Mediums: 
________
________

Total Larges:
________
________

Total X-Larges:
________
________

Total XX-Larges:
________
________

TOTAL NUMBER OF T-SHIRTS:

________

Housing:

(   I have enclosed the District Housing Roster.

(   I have mailed/faxed a copy of the District Housing Roster to Kyle Jackson 


(Kyle Jackson, 9178 Woodstream Lane, Centerville, OH 45458, Phone: 937-689-2717, Fax: 937-886-2398)

On-Campus [100 per district On-Campus]

Female Student On-Campus Housing:
________

Female Chaperones On-Campus Housing:
________

TOTAL FEMALE ON-CAMPUS HOUSING:

________

Male Student On-Campus Housing:
________

Male Chaperones On-Campus Housing:
________

TOTAL MALE ON-CAMPUS HOUSING:

________

TOTAL ON-CAMPUS HOUSING [100/District]:

________
$_________

Off-Campus 

Female Student Off-Campus Housing:
________

Female Chaperones Off-Campus Housing:
________

TOTAL FEMALE OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING:

________

Male Student Off-Campus Housing:
________

Male Chaperones Off-Campus Housing:
________

TOTAL MALE OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING:

________

TOTAL OFF-CAMPUS HOUSING:

________
$_________

District Adult Volunteers:

(   I have enclosed the District Adult Volunteer Registration Form and registered these individuals on-line.

MEDICAL AND CIVIL LIABILITY FORMS: 

(   I have enclosed the alphabetized forms for all the youth from our district.

(   I will bring the alphabetized forms for all the youth from our district with me to Regional BLAST.

PAYMENT: 

(   I have mailed a check to Roger Bonzo  to cover all expenses for our district (except for off-campus housing). 


(819 State Route 1,Greenup, KY 41144)

Return this form and all necessary documents to Crystal Browning by May 15, 2008.

(MVNU Admissions – BLAST, 800 Martinsburg Road, Mount Vernon, OH  43050)

BLAST! Registration Form

(if not registered on-line for district level)
Please complete this form and return to your district BLAST! coordinator


Please check one:           Participant             Spectator           Adult Sponsor

Name:  
______________________________________  T-Shirt Size: (circle one)  S   M   L  XL  XX        

Address:
_______________________________________________________________________

City:
______________________________  State:  _______________  Zip:  _________________

Phone:  ____________________  Date of Birth:  ___________ Grade (2007-2008) ___________

Local Church:  ____________________________________________  District:  _____________

For Participants: check all events being participated in

(limit three Christian Communication and one tournament event)

Male ________  Female  ________  Early Youth ________  Senior Youth ________


Christian Communication (limit 3 entries/ categories; excluding Impact team)
Vocal Music

   
Instrumental Music


Creative Ministries
___ Solo

   
___ Inst. Solo


___ Puppets





___ Duet


___ Ensemble


___ Drama





___ Ensemble (3-9)

___ Keyboard Solo

___ Human Video[ ___ solo ___ (2-4) ___ (5+)]


___ Choir (10+)
  
Speech & Writing

___ Oral Interpretation
___ Impact Team
  
___ Speech


___ Sign Language[ ___ solo ___ (2-4) ___ (5+)]


___ Praise Band

___ Prose


___ Preaching
___ Christian Band

___ Poetry




Athletic/Tournament Events
   
Math & Computers


Arts & Crafts (limit 2)


___ Team Volleyball
   

___ Mathematics


___ Drawing



___ Team Basketball
   

___ Website Design


___ Painting



___ Soccer

   






___ Photography


___ Table Tennis  







___ Digital Assist. Photo.

___ Chess




Science


___ Videography


___ Basketball Hotshot   
  
___ Science Project


___ Crafts



___ Benchpress (non tournament)
___ 5 K Run (non tournament)

Fee Packages  (please check all that apply)

___
Participant $35.00
___
On-campus Housing  $15.00
___
Meal Package $30.00


___
Spectator $30.00
___
Off-campus Housing  $50.00


___
Adult Sponsor $20.00

Total Fees = $___________   (make checks payable to your district NYI)
MEDICAL & CIVIL LIABILITY RELEASE FORM

Photocopy this form for each participant and sponsor.

Keep a copy of each completed Medical & Civil Liability Release Form for your district records.

Each participant MUST complete the following Medical & Civil Liability Release Form.

For those participants under the age of 18, the parent or legal guardian MUST sign.

Signed copies of this form MUST be returned with registration information. Individual registration is not complete unless the Medical & Civil Liability Release Form is on file with your district NYI.

FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS:

Name (Last) 



 (First) 



 (Middle) 



Address 









 Sex 



City 



 State/Province 



 Zip/Postal Code 


Date of Birth 



  Social Security # 






FOR YOUTH:

Parent/Guardian’s Name 











Phone # (Home) 



  (Work) 


  (Fax) 




FOR YOUNG ADULT & ADULT PARTICIPANTS:

Emergency Contact 











Relationship 












Phone #  (Home) 

 (Work) 


  (Fax) 



MEDICAL INFORMATION:

List the name(s) and dosage(s) of any medications you will be taking while at BLAST 2008.

List any medications you are allergic to: 









Date of last tetanus shot: 











List any medical conditions or activity limitations: 








Doctor’s Name 




  Phone # 






MEDICAL & CIVIL LIABILITY RELEASE FORM – page two

I, 



, the legal guardian of 




  authorize the

Parent/Legal Guardian




Blast 2008 Participant
leadership of BLAST 2008 to care for the administration of general first aid treatment for any minor injuries received to my child during the event.


If the injury sustained is life threatening, or in need of emergency treatment, I authorize the leadership of BLAST 2008 or its representative to summon any and all professional emergency personnel to attend, transport, and treat my child.


I understand that BLAST 2008 will require my son/daughter to make choices and keep a schedule, and that he/she may not be under direct adult supervision at all times.


I agree to release and hold harmless any staff and lay assistants of Nazarene Youth International Ministries, the General Church of the Nazarene, Mount Vernon Nazarene University, and/or BLAST 2008 from any and all claims, suits, costs and actions, of any kinds whatsoever, arising from their exercise of the power granted by this authorization.


This liability release is valid during BLAST 2008, June 12-14, 2008 as well as during the ___________ District BLAST event being held _______________________ 2008.

Signature of Parent/Guardian



Date

HEALTH INSURANCE COMPANY

POLICY/SUBSCRIBER/GROUP #

BLAST! Adult Sponsor Job Description


BLAST! is a youth talent festival sponsored by the East Central Region Nazarene Youth International (Ohio, West Virginia, and eastern Kentucky districts). The event is hosted by the Office of Admissions at Mount Vernon Nazarene University, and various campus personnel provide assistance and support for the activities and programs. Yet final responsibility for the rules, policies, and procedures of BLAST! belongs to the NYI. And that means YOU!


Much like a youth camp or district retreat relies on the NYI adult leadership, the success of BLAST! depends on you. As district sponsors, we must all come to the weekend’s activities recognizing that we are responsible to make it run smoothly and to address any problems that arise as we would if they happened in our own home church. Often we attend college-sponsored events and rely on the college to make everything work well and everyone happy. But BLAST! is an NYI event that just happens to be on campus. MVNU is relying on us as adult sponsors to keep our teens involved, content, and “out of trouble”. This will involve:

1. Supervision of all teen participants and spectators is the sole responsibility of the districts and local churches involved. While teens are on campus, please work to make sure they observe campus rules and exhibit appropriate mature Christian behavior.

2. Adult sponsors are responsible for conduct in the residence halls and hotels. They must see that they are in their rooms by midnight curfew, and that they are out of the rooms by 9:00 AM. Students will not be allowed to loiter in their rooms during the day! Adults should check by on a regular basis to ensure that students are out of the living areas. Please do not leave campus for an extended amount of time, leaving us short-handed in supervision.

3. Sponsors may be involved as coaches or district leaders in competition areas, making sure that participants know their performance or game time, encouraging them as they compete, and being there for prayer and support. Sponsors may also have some specific responsibilities with the event, but cannot serve as regional Adult Volunteers (since these will be involved in other ways).

4. Adult sponsors should take responsibility for ALL students at BLAST!, not just those from your own district or church. In other words, if you see something problematic being done by a student from another district, please involve yourself in the correction of the situation. We are asking that you provide a sense of security and supervision for student participants and guests. We want this to be a pleasant experience for everyone involved, and know that the continual presence of adult sponsors will provide both friendship and guidance during the event.

5. Be prepared to counsel, pray with, or lead students to Christ at any time! Many who attend will not know Jesus; others may be struggling. Sponsors are the key! Also, be ready to counsel with teens in the “heat of competition”. Some will be learning for the first time how a Christian responds differently to competition than the world does; be a model of Christian sportsmanship! Some may be discouraged when they don’t do as well as they would have liked; be an encourager! Help every student to do their best, yet feel secure in God’s love and in their efforts to improve themselves in their talent, no matter what the result!

BLAST! DISTRICT HOUSING GUIDELINES

1)  In the overall event, the ratio of adult to youth must be no more than1:6.   Each district must plan on having enough adults to meet the ratio. 
2)  Each BLAST! participant/spectator that will be housed on campus must be paired with another participant/spectator of the SAME SEX.  Students will be paired up if not specified. 

3)  The dorm rooms will be housed with 2 people and the apartments with 7 (2 in each room, with 1 in the living room area). Everyone is expected to bring their own bedding; sleeping bags are recommended, which can be used on either beds or the floor.  As was noted earlier, once the registration is turned in, the Housing Coordinator will inform the District Coordinator of where participants and adults will be staying.  We trust this will assist participants in making special arrangements if needed; air mattress, extra bedding, etc.

4)  The only substitutions that can be made after housing forms have been submitted are SAME GENDER exchanges.  Each change must be made through the BLAST! housing coordinator to assure the accurateness of an in-house roster of BLAST! participants.  The BLAST! housing coordinator MUST be aware of ALL exchanges prior to May 15th.

Questions about housing should be directed to:

Kyle Jackson, BLAST! Housing Coordinator

9178 Woodstream Lane, Centerville, OH 45458

Phone: 937-689-2717    Fax: 937-886-2398

Email: krjacksondds@msn.com
BLAST! Regional Adult Volunteers

Each district is required to send three adult volunteers (age 20 or older) to serve on the regional BLAST! staff during the event. 

Adult Volunteers should be registered on-line at www.mvnu.edu/blast 

These volunteers are NOT to be included in your adult sponsor count nor the 1:6 adult/student ratio and are to have no responsibility with your district youth. 

They will be totally at the disposal of the regional staff and will be housed separately. 

The event will provide for their housing and meals; travel should be cared for by the district. 

They are to arrive on campus by 9:00 a.m. on Thursday for a staff meeting and plan to remain throughout the event. 

Please try to provide one person of each gender in your three volunteers.
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